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- JESGE HELMS

NORTH CAROLINA

‘lﬂmtzd 5&&5 ﬁmatt Exccutive Registry

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 86- 368X

August 29, 1986

The Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Bill:

I enclose an outrageous August 28
editorial from the Greensboro paper
which takes another cheap shot at the
President.

Since I was aboard the other KAL
plane that night, I have accumulated
information which puts the kabosh on
such "findings" as attributed to Mr.
Hersch. Somebody ought to respond to
this editorial, and I'm willing to do
it--but I first must know what I can
properly talk about that would not
violate classified national security
information. Could your people help me
with this?

There are many remarkable assertions
in the editorial but perhaps the most
laughable is the last sentence in the
next-to-last paragraph: '"But there is
a difference between an accidental shoot-
ing and a deliberate one."

The shooting down of KAL 007 was
about as "accidental" as the media mis-
representations of Ronald Reagan, Jesse
Helms and others on the medi#s hate list.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

B T

JESSE HELMS:pn
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Four day:
shot down a
Lines plane in l

fliun South Korean Air

President Reagan
“There is nc
way a pilot could mistake this for any-
thing other than a civilian airliner.” In

-the days that followed, the Kremlin’s

masters became the punching bag for
international outrage. Reagan’s dark
“evil empire”- quickly

RIS .

“assumed the shroud of truth. The Sovi-
.cts, after all, had coldly murdered 269
innocent people w;t iout blinking an

Lt now come ﬁndings that provoke

~second thoughts about Scviet motives.

In a soon-lo-be published beoolt (ex-
cerpted in next month’s Atlantic
nc), Pulitzer Prize-win-
eyx our

down a L
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in the Sea of Japan. -~ o

Hersh also asserts that the U:S/ gov-

“ernment lezrned- through Jintelligence
“data (and within hours a . e

that the Russians had mistaken the -
i KAL airliner for a U.S

spy'plane they
had been t:&\..ulxg in thc region. The
in fact, was follow-
ing a tlight plan iten used by U.8.
esplonage aireraft. .
If Hersi's nccount proves n ue,
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“point to'a U.S. spy- mission),. Hersh's
. book carries import because of his dis- -

.1' sensitive

fter‘the’event)

the_ i

cthe a3

P
Loy paAT 7o
SLery

[

aviation, said he could not say for sure
what the Soviets thought they;,were‘ '
intercepting. on that.September night. ™
Hxs uncertainty contrasts sharply with ™
sl mgtons persmtent accusmons '
1 the Soviet’ s know mgly shot down a
civilian piane. .
Hersh spent t\\o years amlvzmg in-
telligence data and interviewing Soviet |

and American officials. . Though. other $

books about “the :KAL  shooting have
been” pubnshed \mcludmg two that’

tinguished credentials. A former inves- *
timtive‘ reporter for' The New York.
Times, Hersh is responmb‘e for uncov-
ering the My Lai m a<sac1e dw 1“g the
Vi lemam War. ; «_
According to Hersh, he KAL : ulm- :
crstrayed some 350 miles into-Russian - =
airspace because of KAL'’s error in pro
gTammin its flight plan. Nor was this:

- the first navigational mishap on KAL's ;

record. On three previous occasmns,,
KAL flights had been 1msp10g1ammed
— though with less dlsastrous results.’

Altnough Hersh’ s *heory has the-l
tight fitof aw ell-woz]\cd jigsaw puzzle‘

" there will always be troubling questions:*
- about,the KAL downing. Some will, say, i

aceur aLely, that the Soviets shouid’ 10
escape cu p'}blhﬁ\ Jmt "because’ they

e

* thought they were shooting down a spyini

plane. At the least,:the Soviet: pxlo
wuld lmve checked out the plane more
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